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International Community of The Hague
Demands Answers on Safety and Housing

Ahead of Wednesday Vote

Expaterience Hosts The Hague's Only English-Language Municipal
Election TV Debate — Now Streaming on expaterience.nl

Expaterience, the unique English-language TV talk show produced and hosted by
internationals, for internationals in The Hague, has aired its most consequential episode to
date: the Municipal Elections Special featuring the only English-language TV debate in
The Hague ahead of this Wednesday's (March 18) 2026 municipal elections.

With polls opening this Wednesday, the debate, already available on demand, offers every
eligible international voter in The Hague a rare, direct look at where the major parties stand
on the issues that shape daily life in the city.

Why This Debate Matters Right Now:

Four Parties Competing for 80,000 International Votes and 8 Seats
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The Hague is one of Europe's most international cities. With approximately 80,000
international residents eligible to vote in The Hague (around 18% of the total electorate), this
community carries the potential weight of up to 8 council seats out of 45, making it a
demographic that no serious party running on Wednesday can afford to ignore.

Therefore, in a high-stakes television debate hosted by Expaterience, representatives from
The Hague's four largest parties currently in the Municipal Council clashed, in English, over
the most pressing issues facing the city’s international resident population.

. Coen Bom — Hart voor Den Haag

. Andrew van Esch — D66

. Maarten De Vuyst — GroenLinks-PvdA
. Benjamin Broekhuizen — VVD

The Hague’s international residents put candidates of the city’s leading
political parties in the hot seat

The debate was driven by questions from a live audience of residents and by responses
gathered through an online survey. International residents challenged the panel on specific
incidents of street harassment, the "mattress day" phenomenon of illegal furniture dumping,
and the accessibility of voting information for EU nationals. The candidates were forced to
move beyond abstract policy and address the lived realities of those who often feel overlooked
in local politics.

Key Takeaways: A City Divided on Solutions

The debate revealed a sharp ideological divide on how to manage a city with a growing
international identity. While all parties acknowledged the necessity of integration, their
methods for achieving a livable city varied significantly:

o Safety and Enforcement:

Candidates addressed the rise of anti-immigrant sentiment and street violence. Proposals
ranged from doubling the number of city enforcers (‘buitengewoon
opsporingsambtenaren' or 'boas’, community enforcement officers) to improve "law and
order" to focusing on social design, such as improved street lighting and community-led
safety initiatives.

e Housing and Growth:

With The Hague geographically constrained by the sea and neighboring municipalities,
candidates agreed on the need to "build up". However, the percentage of mandatory
social housing versus affordable homeownership remains a central point of contention for
the next coalition.
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e The"Trash Crisis":

lllegal dumping and seagull-driven litter were identified as major quality-of-life concerns.
Disagreements surfaced over whether the solution lies in higher fines and "red-handed”
enforcement or better public education and community "adopters" for container sites.

e Budgeting for the Future:

Parties sparred over how to handle national budget cuts to youth care, with suggestions
varying from raising local property taxes (OZB) to cutting municipal "fat* and external
hires.

Key Contrasts Between the Candidates
Without giving the whole debate away, a few contrasts stood out:

Coen Bom (Hart voor Den Haag) made a clear case for prioritizing current residents in
housing allocation and pushing for more enforcement officers.

Andrew van Esch (D66) kept housing construction and English-language accessibility
firmly at the center of his pitch — a message that found an attentive audience in the room.

Maarten De Vuyst (GroenLinks-PvdA) was direct about tenant rights and pushed back on
narratives that frame international residents as a burden on the city.

Benjamin Broekhuizen (VVD) made the case for fiscal responsibility, arguing that lowering
municipal taxes and trimming the civil service would free up resources to build more homes
and improve city services.

Who Won the Debate?

The verdict belongs to the viewer. Each candidate scored points with their respective base,
but the debate's clearest winner was the international community's visibility. The session
underscored that the "international vote" is no longer a monolith but a decisive factor that
could shift the balance of power in the City Council this Wednesday.

How to Stream and Watch the Debate
The Expaterience Municipal Elections Debate is now available for streaming on
expaterience.nl

Expaterience is the dedicated English-language TV show and digital media project focusing
on the stories and perspectives of internationals in The Hague and across the Netherlands,
highlighting both their successes and the challenges they face in personal and professional
life, situated within the context of key social issues and current international developments.

Note to editors — not for publication:

Media Contact: Dennis Kokkelink
phone: +31 6 2294 8806
e-mail: press@rtvdiscus.nl
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